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Proclamation 7456—Parents’ Day
2001
July 21, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Being a parent is the most important job

in the world. As we hold a newborn in our
arms or embrace an older adopted child, the
promise we make in our hearts to love, pro-
tect, and nurture our children stays with us
and with them forever. We are eternally
linked to the children whom we are blessed
to parent and to the generations before us
who helped shape our lives.

Both mothers and fathers play a vital role
in giving children the best possible start in
life. As parents, we provide our children with
the love and support they need to grow up
to be caring individuals and responsible citi-
zens. The care we express and the values we
instill help our children achieve their greatest
potential and ultimately will determine the
future of our Nation.

Unfortunately, children who lack a strong
parental presence in their lives can suffer
over both the short and the long term. Study
after study has demonstrated that children
who grow up without both parents in their
home are more likely to end up in poverty,
drop out of school, become addicted to
drugs, have a child out of wedlock, or go to
prison. Single-parented children who avoid
these unfortunate outcomes will nevertheless
miss out on the balance, unity, and stability
that a two-parent family can bring.

Recognizing that strong families make a
strong America, I have committed my Ad-
ministration to help parents do better by en-
couraging the formation and maintenance of
loving families. We have proposed several
major initiatives designed to promote respon-
sible fatherhood, strengthen families, and
make adoption easier and more affordable,
so that every child has a better chance of
living in a stable and loving home. We also
have achieved widespread support for the
historic reform of our public education sys-
tem that will significantly improve our
schools. This improvement is founded on the
core principles of my education reform agen-

da, which include: accountability; flexibility;
local control; and more choices for parents.

Government bears an important responsi-
bility to provide excellent schools and edu-
cational programs that leave no child behind;
but Government cannot replace the love and
nurturing of committed parents that are es-
sential for a child’s well-being. Many commu-
nity organizations, centers of faith, and
schools offer services and programs to help
parents improve their child-rearing skills. As
we observe Parents’ Day, I encourage all
Americans to join me in honoring the mil-
lions of mothers and fathers, biological and
adoptive, foster parents, and stepparents,
whose selfless love and hard-working efforts
are building better lives for their children
and our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States and consistent with Public Law 103–
362, do hereby proclaim Sunday, July 22,
2001, as Parents’ Day. I urge all Americans
to express their love, respect, support, and
appreciation to their parents, and I call upon
citizens to observe this day with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of July, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., July 24, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 25.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany and an Exchange With
Reporters in Genoa
July 21, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to be meet-
ing today with one of America’s strongest
friends and Allies and one of Europe’s
strongest and best leaders. I appreciate
Gerhard Schroeder’s openness, his grasp of
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issues that are important, not only to Europe
but to the world. I told the press earlier that
we’ve had a very, very positive dialog. We
discussed a lot of important issues: how to
expand global trade as well as how to assume
our responsibilities as wealthier nations to
the poor nations in a constructive way. It’s
been a very good experience, and it’s also
been a positive experience to be able to again
sit down with friends and continue our dialog
from days gone by.

So Mr. Chancellor, thank you for being
here.

Chancellor Schroeder. Thanks.
President Bush. I’ll be glad to answer a

couple of questions.

Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change
Q. Mr. President and Mr. Chancellor, can

you both address whether you’ve reached any
kind of accommodation on global warming
and the Kyoto treaty?

President Bush. We have reached an ac-
commodation, and here it is.

Q. Can you talk about it?
President Bush. Yes, I’d be glad to. We

both agree to reduce greenhouse gases, and
we both agree to continue dialog.

Q. On how—the dialog on how it goes on?
President Bush. Right. And I will explain

to the Chancellor that our Nation will come
with a strategy. We’re in the process of devel-
oping one. But I can’t be any more sincere
than I have been in saying that we need to
reduce greenhouse gases, and we’ll work a
plan to do so.

But I’ve also been very open with the
Chancellor from my very first visit in the Oval
Office, that the methodology in the Kyoto
accord is something that would harm our Na-
tion’s economy. And therefore, we’re looking
for different alternatives to achieve the same
goal.

And I will tell you this, in Sweden, Chan-
cellor Schroeder was very, very strong in his
statement about Kyoto and very positive
about his position there; on the other hand—
was explained to the other leaders that my
position, while he didn’t agree with it, was
one that he understood. And I appreciated
very much his leadership there.

Chancellor Schroeder. Certainly, the
President is very right in just saying that we

do share the same targets here. Both of us
are thinking that it is very important that we
do substantially reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions. That is very important, indeed. And
we will, obviously, have to get into a very
intensive dialog about these things. This will
have to happen; some things will have to hap-
pen as a consequence of it.

Now, obviously, on the tool of Kyoto, as
such, we do differ when it comes to the as-
sessment thereof. But obviously, we have
done so in a very open, in a very friendly
matter, dealing with one another in a con-
structive way as friends. And I think friends
do deal with these things as friends, and we
certainly do.

Upcoming Meeting With President
Vladimir Putin of Russia

Q. Do you plan to make a specific proposal
to President Putin tomorrow on a strategic
framework? Did you see an outline or some-
thing?

President Bush. I plan to have a very hon-
est and open dialog with the President that
will continue our discussions about how to
keep the peace. I intend to share with the
German Chancellor the nature of our discus-
sion in the past and, again, what I intend
to talk about tomorrow.

I think it’s very important for us to con-
tinue making progress on whether or not we
can agree to a new strategic framework. As
well, we will have high-level talks with others
in my administration, with the Russians. It’s
a very positive development, I think, for the
world.

I can tell you right now that my relation-
ship with President Putin is better than it
was in Slovenia by virtue of the fact that
we’re spending more informal time together.
One of the benefits of these meetings is that
we get to see each other at places other than
just sitting around roundtables discussing
issues. And so, at the receptions, we’ve been
able to have some idle chatter. Some of it
may be of interest to you; some of it probably
wouldn’t be. But nevertheless, we’re able to
continue a dialog in a very friendly and open
way, and I think that’s going to be very im-
portant for our ability to work together on
a lot of issues, particularly that of a new stra-
tegic framework.
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Q. But do you see discussing things like
specific numbers or his plan for joint——

President Bush. I think it’s probably best
that I talk to him first. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. at the Jolly
Marina Hotel. Chancellor Schroeder spoke in
German, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Vladimir Putin of
Russia in Genoa
July 22, 2001

President Putin. Good morning. We’ve
just finished a meeting with the President
of the United States and discussed the issues
on a whole wide range of subjects. First and
foremost, I wanted to say with great satisfac-
tion that our meeting was held in a very frank
and open atmosphere, and there is no doubt,
absolutely, that I can say and confirm that
we’ve maintained, not only, but in many ways
strengthened the spirit of Ljubljana.

Naturally, we discussed the issues that
were raised at the G–8, issues of security,
environment, education, security. And the
issue here led us to discuss the world archi-
tecture of the 21st century and the way to
improve civilization in the future.

I can frankly tell you that this part we dis-
cussed together. Just one-on-one with the
President, it seemed to me that his thoughts
and his mental reasoning is very deep, very
profound. We were both very interested in
having a continuation of this dialog with the
American people, with its leader. Approaches
which were stated by the President in the
past, without any doubt, are going to be stud-
ied by us, and I can repeat once again will
be positively accepted.

President Bush and I have analyzed how
our recent accords are now being imple-
mented. We’ve put forth several new steps
in terms of setting forth a long-term coopera-
tion which is not subject to any kind of
dealmakings but a very good, sound, long-
lasting attitude. Today in Russia we have a
very positive dynamism, and we have stated
that, as well.

The differences in approaches on a couple
of topics is still there. However, what is more
important is that we are aimed—both of us
are aiming at partnership, to look forward,
well reasoned, well balanced, carefully
weighed approaches and solutions.

Naturally, we discussed the issue of stra-
tegic stability. There we spent a lot of time.
We talked in great detail. We’ve reached a
most important accord, agreement on the be-
ginning and the schedule for consultations.
In Ljubljana we talked about setting up a
working group or series of working groups.
As you know, in Moscow here, in a few days,
Condoleezza Rice will come to visit us, and
we will work out, finally, the group structure
within the overall interagency structure of
foreign ministry, defense ministry, and oth-
ers.

I have to say that to some extent what was
unexpected both for me and, I think, for
President Bush, as well, was the under-
standing that was reached today between us
on the issue that the offensive arms and issue
of defensive arms will be discussed as a set.
We’re going to be talking about the mutual
striving toward cutting back significantly of-
fensive arms. We’re not really ready at this
time to talk about the threshold limits or the
numbers, themselves, but a joint striving ex-
ists and the specialists will get together, and
they’ll make some recommendations. But we
are aiming at moving in that direction.

I told the President of the United States
about our proposal, vis-à-vis, the start of con-
sultations on strategic stability issues as a
whole. And I think that in the very nearest
future, I repeat once again, that our special-
ists are going to work in this direction. I think
they’re going to make a lot of progress and
be quite successful.

Naturally, we discussed very, very sharp
problems in regional issues. We talked about
joining our forces in trying to solve some con-
flicts. We repeat again that the overall dialog
on getting our positions coordinated is the
very best approach to U.S.-Russian relations.

Bilateral issues were especially stressed,
economic cooperation. And I have to say
here that we have a common approach to-
wards developing very dynamically in this
sphere. We have very good precedents and
very good foundations for this.
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